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The Adaptation Sub-Committee
of the Committee on Climate Change

Statutory roles in UK Climate 
Change Act (2008):

• To provide independent, expert 
advice on climate risks and 
opportunities
(advisory role) 

• To report to Parliament on 
progress in preparing for climate 
change
(scrutiny role)
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2016 confirmed as the warmest year on record, 
the third record warmest year in a row

Source: Met Office, NASA, NOAA (‘pre-industrial’ baseline 1880-1899)
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UK land and sea surface temperatures have 
warmed by ~1oC, record highs for both in 2014

Source: Met Office (2016) State of the UK Climate 2015

1oC
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Heavy rainfall is on the increase, particularly in 
western and northern UK areas

Number of days per year on which UK average rainfall exceeds
9.5mm (95th percentile) and 14mm (99th percentile)

Source: Met Office (2016) State of the UK Climate 2015
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UK average sea level has risen by 15cm since 1900

UK sea-level index using sea-level data from
Aberdeen, North Shields, Sheerness, Newlyn and Liverpool

15cm

Source: Met Office (2016) State of the UK Climate 2015
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UK Climate Change Risk Assessment (in a nutshell)

Climate change is happening here 
and its happening now

The ~1oC warming to date has 
already affected weather 
patterns, including in the UK

The Paris Agreement means 4-6oC 
of warming is less likely

But further changes in the UK 
climate (and sea level rise) are 
inevitable

Severe, pervasive and irreversible 
changes in climate cannot be 
ruled out
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Six priority areas for the next
National Adaptation Programme

Source: ASC (2016) UK CCRA 2017 – Synthesis Report

RISK MAGNITUDE:

NOW FUTURE
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What should we do about it?

Actions with no/low regrets

Factor climate change into 
decisions that create ‘lock-in’

Prepare now for long-term 
risks and impacts

Source: ASC (2016) UK CCRA 2017 – Chapter 2: Approach and context 
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Low regret actions, robust co-benefits
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UK CCRA 2017: Risks to natural capital

Climate change presents a substantial risk to the UK’s native 
wildlife and to the vital goods and services provided by 
natural capital

– Climate change will add to existing pressures including pollution, habitat 
loss, invasive species, and over-exploitation of natural resources

– Projections include increases in soil aridity and wildfire risks, changes in 
the availability and temperature of freshwater, and the acidification and 
warming of the UK’s seas

– Key risks to natural capital include:

Deterioration in high-grade agricultural land

Degradation of upland peatland habitats

Loss of coastal habitats

Loss of marine species and wildlife

Source: ASC (2016) UK CCRA 2017 – Synthesis Report
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